
KEY PLAYERS  
TSCP will build upon, not replace, 
manufacturer accountability.

TIA will sponsor and manage TSCP.  

ANSI will accredit certification bodies 
globally and oversee use of the mark.  

Certification bodies will certify toys to 
TSCP and grant use of the mark. 

TSCP will be governed by an Oversight 
Council which will be guided by a 
Technical Committee

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY
Toy Industry Association (TIA) and its 
members have been committed to ensuring 
safe and fun play for children.

Immediately after the recalls began in 
2007, TIA engaged the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI), coordinator of the 
U.S. standards and conformity assessment 
system, to facilitate a collaborative effort 
of the private and public sectors that would 
develop new conformity assessment guide-
lines for toy safety.  

The initiative brought together representa-
tives of U.S. government bodies, consumer 
groups, toy companies, retailers, toy testing 
labs and factory auditing companies, as well 
as China and European Union officials and 
industry.  

These stakeholders agreed to create a 
program that would:

•	 provide a sustainable system for 
reasonable verification that toys meet 
applicable mandatory U.S. toy safety 
standards

•	 enable the U.S. toy industry and its 
suppliers to meet requirements of 
the new Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act (CPSIA)

•	 help provide definition regarding  
testing and certification

•	 reinforce for government, industry  
and consumers the credibility of toy 
certification activities

The result of this collaborative effort, Toy 
Safety Certification Program (TSCP), provides 
a fundamental solution that address the toy 
full production cycle from design to sale. 

PROGRAM COMPONENTS  
Applicants for safety certification are responsible 
for meeting three basic requirements:

1.	 Hazard and risk assessment for toy product 
design

2.	 Factory process control audits by an 
independent audit body 

3.	 Production sample testing by an accredited 
laboratory to validate that the factory is 
producing toys that meet U.S. safety standards.

These will be verified by accredited certification 
bodies. Upon successful completion of applicable 
requirements (certification), the product or 
packaging may bear a toy safety mark.
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Toy Safety Certification Program (TSCP) is a 
private-sector led, public-sector supported 
approach to improving toy safety. The program 
will address production problems early in the 
lifecycle, before they have an opportunity to 
enter the marketplace. This proactive approach 
to safety will help to restore consumer, 
government and retailer confidence in toys, and 
assist manufacturers in assuring that products 
have been tested by a qualified lab and certified 
as compliant to the relevant safety standards.

IMPROVING TOY SAFETY & 
INCREASING STAKEHOLDER 
CONFIDENCE

TSCP offers:

•	 a path to meet requirements of the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement 
Act (CPSIA) that can be applied 
consistently across organizations, 
avoids duplicative processes, provides 
a consensus-based process as some 
defense against liability

•	 an effective approach to reasonable 
testing for toy safety

•	 a turnkey solution for the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission

•	 the prospect of less government and 
retailer oversight because TSCP product 
and factories will be considered less risky

•	 a one-stop shop for multiple retailers
•	 a reduction of cost and redundancies  

over time
•	 a mechanism, via the Electronic 

Certification System (ECS), for instant, 
secure and centralized access to test 
reports, factory status, certified product
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TIA has a long history of leadership in the 
development of toy safety standards. As the trade 
association for North American producers and 
importers of toys, games and entertainment 
products for the youth market, TIA represents over 
500 manufacturers and importers of toys who 
account for approximately 85 percent of all toys 
distributed in the North America.
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