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Carter Keithley became President of the Toy Industry 
Association in 2006.  In this position, he is responsible for 
overseeing the activities of the $18M+ not-for-profit trade 
association for the producers and importers of toys and 
youth entertainment products sold in North America. 
 
During his tenure, TIA has increased its membership to 
more than 550 companies responsible for approximately 
85% of domestic U.S. toy sales, the Association’s scope has 
been expanded to include all companies in the North 
American toy industry, and its external affairs initiatives 
enhanced to address a broader range of industry-related 
issues on the state, federal, regional and global levels.  
 
In 2010, Mr. Keithley received the Chairman’s Award from 
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) for his 
leadership with the Toy Safety Initiative of the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC).     
 
Mr. Keithley also serves as Vice Chairman of the NY Society 
of Association Executives (NYSAE), a member of the Board 
of the Small Business Legislative Council (SBLC) and a 
member of the Consumer Goods International Trade 
Advisory Committee (ITAC-4) of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, International Trade Administration.  He has 
been a volunteer director and chair of several industry 
organizations, including the Associations Council of the 
National Association of Manufacturers and the National 
Council of the Housing Industry.  Additionally, he was an 
appointee to the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean 
Air Act Advisory Committee (CAAAC).    
 
A graduate of the University of Michigan Law School, Mr. 
Keithley practiced law for several years before joining the 
association management firm of Smith, Bucklin. His 35+ 
year career as chief executive of more than a dozen 
industry associations and professional societies has 
focused on advocacy and public affairs in areas such as 
safety, environmentalism and small business issues.  
 



 

About TIA 
Founded in 1916, TIA is the not-for-profit (501(c)6) trade 
association for producers and importers of toys and youth 
entertainment products sold in North America.  Toy safety 
is the number one priority for the toy industry. TIA has a 
long history of leadership in toy safety including 
development of the first comprehensive toy safety 
standard more than 30 years ago, and working with 
government, consumers and industry on ongoing 
programs to ensure safe play.    
 
For more information visit www.toyassociation.org. 
 

 
 


