
 
 

OBSERVATIONS ON TOYS AND TRENDS 
 

 

In addition to providing updates on toy trends in the marketplace, Toy Industry Association (TIA) staff is monitoring 
trends in other industries that can influence future toys and games. Brief reports and observations are provided 
periodically to members; questions can be directed to TIA’s toy trends team.   
 

 
Coachella 2014 Fashion Recap 

 
The Coachella Arts and Music Festival — an annual six-day event spread over two weekends in Indio, California — 
just wrapped up on April 20th.  Renowned for its lineup of nearly 200 artists, including popular established bands 
such as Outkast, Muse and Arcade Fire, as well as emerging and reunited groups, the festival has also become a 
place for trendsetters to see and be seen.  
 
If what the “cool kids” are wearing at Coachella has an impact on global fashion, those trends will ultimately trickle 
down to the toy and youth industry, influencing everything from tween and teen design toys to doll clothing and 
beyond.  
  
Here’s a look at some of the top fashion trends out of Coachella 2014:  
 
90’s Revival  
After years of paying homage to the 80’s, it’s only fair that the 90’s have 
their turn.  Oversized reflective sunglasses, denims, plaid shirts tied around 
the waist and flowy florals were just some of the 90’s gear that Yahoo’s 
fashion blog reported gave them “a creeping sense of déjà vu.”  
 
Since many of today’s parents were teens in the 90’s, those styles will really 
resonate with moms and dads on the Generation X/Millennial cusp.  
 
 
Wild Wild West 

 
 Before the festival began, The Huffington Post reported, “Fringe is in this year, 
at least according to 3.1 Phillip Lim and Proenza Schouler…. something fringed 
is your Coachella staple,” and judging by the crowd in Indio, they were spot-on. 
Sienna Miller, Kate Hudson and Emma Roberts were just some of the 
celebrities at Coachella that donned fabulous fringe. Fashion-forward festival-
goers also sported cowboy boots, adding to the western feel.  
 

 
Awesome Accessories 
 
No outfit is quite complete without the perfect accessory … and Coachella attendees 
did not disappoint. Fedoras, floral crowns, funky shades (think embellished) and large 
hats (hats off to Pharrell for that trend) were just some of the accessories seen at 
Coachella that are expected to take off this summer. 
 
We hope these fabulous fashions serve as inspiration for some stylish ideas! 
 
Adrienne 
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About the Author 
Adrienne Appell is the Toy Industry Association’s (TIA) leading trend specialist. She maintains 
close communication with TIA members to stay abreast of what’s new, next and cutting-edge in 
the toy industry and is constantly on the lookout for trends in other industries that will cross over 
to influence future playthings. 
 
Adrienne can be reached at 646.520.4863 or via e-mail at aappell@toyassociation.org.  
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