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Passed by Congress in 2007, the Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act 
(commonly known as the 9/11 Act) requires, as of August 2010, all cargo transported on a passenger 
aircraft to be screened for explosives. Cargo must be screened at a piece by piece level, and the 9/11 Act 
specifically details the types of screenings allowed, which range from physical inspection to the use of 
various technologies. However, recognizing the potential for plane delays and damage to shipments of 
goods, the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) developed the Certified Cargo Screening 
Program (CCSP) as a means to help industry reach the 100% screening mandate required by the 9/11 
Act.  

CCSP is a voluntary program under which TSA certifies cargo screening facilities to screen cargo, in 
accordance with the 9/11 Act, prior to providing it to airlines for shipment on passenger planes.  The 
program is intended to provide security and legal compliance, as well as to ensure the efficient flow of 
commerce. In order to become a Certified Cargo Screening Facility (CCSF), facilities are required to 
provide a TSA-approved security program and comply with extremely strict chain of custody 
requirements that involve all cargo being secure from the moment of screening until its placement on 
the aircraft for shipment. Any facility that tenders cargo directly to an air carrier or indirect air carrier is 
eligible to apply to CCSP. These facilities include manufacturers, warehouses, distribution centers, third-
party logistics providers, indirect air carriers, airport cargo holders, and independent cargo screening 
facilities. TSA publishes a list of CCSFs on a weekly basis.  

Benefits of CCSP include not only the security to the traveling public of having 100 percent of cargo on 
passenger aircraft screened, but also grants businesses the option to screen cargo at different points 
along the supply chain as well as in a cost-effective manner. Among other things, CCSP allows businesses 
to screen cargo where it is packaged, maintain their in-house packaging integrity, avoid delays in 
screening at airports and build bulk configurations to minimize costs. 

 
Anyone with questions regarding these International Trade topics should contact Donna L. Shira or Kenneth R. 
Paley, at Sharretts, Paley, Carter & Blauvelt, P.C., International Trade Counsel for the Toy Industry Association. 
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