
 

 
 
10+2 Importer Security Filing (ISF)               as of January 2012 

Since the publication in November 2008 of U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s (CBP) interim final rule, 
“Importer Security Filing and Additional Carrier Requirements,” importers and carriers have been 
required to submit certain trade data to CBP in advance of the shipments arriving into the U.S. by vessel 
(ocean cargo). The information must be submitted to CBP using a CBP-approved electronic data system. 
Currently, as a part of CBP’S Automated Commercial Environment system, low-volume importers can file 
their ISF transactions using the ISF portal. The goal of the 10+2 ISF is to allow CBP to identify high-risk 
shipments and therefore help to prevent smuggling, and to ensure cargo safety and security.  

The additional trade data required includes the carrier’s submission of a vessel stow plan and container 
status messages. Container status messages must be sent to CBP daily for certain events relating to all 
containers holding cargo intended to arrive by vessel to a U.S. port. A vessel stow plan includes standard 
information relating the vessel and each container the vessel, and must be transmitted by the carrier so 
that CBP receives the plan no later than 48 hours after the carrier’s departure from the last foreign port.  
In addition to these carrier requirements, a number of ISF requirements have also been imposed on 
importers.  

Importer Security Filing importers are required to submit to CBP, for cargo other than cargo remaining 
on board, an ISF no later than 24 hours before cargo is laden aboard a vessel destined for the United 
States. An ISF is required for each shipment, at the lowest bill of lading. ISF importers must submit 10 
elements to CBP for shipments of goods intended to enter either the U.S. or be delivered to a foreign 
trade zone (FTZ.) The 10 elements are as follows: 

 Seller 
 Buyer 
 Importer of record number/ Foreign Trade Zone applicant identification number 
 Consignee number(s) 
 Manufacturer (or supplier) 
 Ship to party 
 Country of origin 
 Commodity HTSUS number 
 Container stuffing location 
 Consolidator (stuffer) 

Four of the above elements (importer of record number, consignee number, country of origin, and 
commodity HTSUSS number) are the same as those required to be submitted to CBP for entry and for 
entry summary purposes.  An importer is allowed to submit these elements once for both ISF and 
entry/entry summary purposes. If, however, an importer chooses to submit these elements for both ISF 
and entry/entry summary purposes, both the ISF and entry/entry summary must be self-filed by the 
importer or filed by a licensed customs broker in a single transaction to CBP no later than 24 hours prior 
to lading. 



 
Anyone with questions regarding these International Trade topics should contact Donna L. Shira or Kenneth R. 
Paley, at Sharretts, Paley, Carter & Blauvelt, P.C., International Trade Counsel for the Toy Industry Association. 
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