
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 3, 2012 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Toy Industry Association (TIA) and its members to urgently request your 
intervention to end the current strike at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.  A prolonged strike as 
a result of the stalled negotiations between the Office Clerical Unit of ILWU Local 63 (OCU) and the Los 
Angeles-Long Beach Harbor Employers Association (HEA) will have a devastating impact on the U.S. toy 
industry, particularly during the holiday season.   
  
The toy industry’s annual economic impact in the United States is nearly $80.9 billion. TIA’s more than 
580 member businesses – including inventors, designers, toy manufacturers, importers and retailers – 
are comprised of 500,000+ employees who are all involved in creating and bringing toys and games to 
children across the nation and around the globe. TIA members account for approximately 85% of the 
three billion toys sold in the U.S. each year. Half of the industry’s $21.18 billion annual sales is generated 
during the fourth quarter holiday shopping season, specifically, in late November and December.    
  
More than 80% of toy companies are small businesses.  They are completely at the mercy of shippers to 
deliver their products.  It is crucial for them to be able to fill their standing and last-minute holiday 
orders so that they can have a profitable year and maintain their vendor reliability with retail customers.  
If holiday sales are lost because product cannot be delivered, those sales will never be recovered and 
the hardship on hundreds of small toy companies will be irreparable.    
 
Today, those companies who are still able to redirect cargo from suppliers in the Asia-Pacific region are 
being forced to implement costly contingency plans (e.g., air cargo) or scramble to retrieve inventory 
that was rerouted to other ports.  Even if immediate action is taken, the congestion and the backlog at 
the Port of LA will have a significant impact on companies’ supply chains long after the strike ends.   
 
Mr. President, we are asking you to please do whatever is necessary to facilitate negotiations and settle 
the dispute between OCU and HEA.  We understand that labor negotiations are complicated and many 
difficult issues must be resolved. We appreciate both sides’ willingness to attempt to solve these long-
standing issues. And we hope they will remain at the negotiating table until a new, long-term contract is 
agreed upon. But the negotiations have been underway for over two years; these issues are unlikely to 
be resolved in a short period of time without some type of intervention.  
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On behalf of the Association’s members, I urge you in the strongest terms to intervene in this matter.  
We cannot stress how important it is that some sort of resolution be agreed upon quickly.  This strike 
will have a profound impact on our industry and the national economy during an already delicate 
economic situation.   
   
If you have any questions or require additional information about the industry and its perspectives, 
please contact TIA’s director of federal government affairs, Rebecca Mond (202.344.4554; 
rmond@toyassociation.org).  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carter Keithley 
President 
Toy Industry Association  
  
cc:  The Honorable Harry Reid 
 The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
 The Honorable John A. Boehner 
 The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
 


