
HAVE FUN, PLAY SAFE!
PlaySafe.org is here to give you some information on fun, safe play! Check out some of our tips 

below to help keep your little ones safe while they play.

For more safety tips, expert advice, answers to FAQs 
and facts about safe play, visit PlaySafe.org.

Tips for Childproofing
Childproof the rooms in your house before your 

child starts to crawl (about 4-6 months 
old), allowing time to find and install the 
safety products. Curious explorers are 
fast, so it’s important to create a safe 
environment before your baby is on the go!

Create safe zones by using baby gates to block off 
rooms so you can deny access to dangerous areas and 
keep your baby in sight.

Childproofing is ongoing. A one-
year-old will not likely be able to reach 
what is on a countertop, but a toddler 
could – and will likely try!

Tips for Small Parts
Small parts can be a hazard to children under 3 

and kids who still tend to put objects in their mouths. 
The Small Parts Tester, sold on Amazon and at many 
toy stores, is an easy-to-use tool that mimics the size 
and shape of a child’s throat. To test whether an object 
might be a choking hazard, place the object inside the 
cylinder – if  it fits entirely it fails the safety test.   

Keep a separate toy chest for older kids whose toys 
may contain small parts. Enlist their help in keeping 
their toys out of the hands of younger siblings.

We all worry about small parts in 
toys, but foods such as hot dogs and 
grapes can also pose a choking risk to 
young children. Take care at snack 
time when these foods are served.

Tips for Outdoor Play
Always keep toys away from unsupervised areas 

like driveways and streets with traffic so they don’t lure 
a child into dangerous situations.

Make sure your kids wear helmets, 
knee pads, and other protective gear when 
playing with all ride-on toys, including 
bicycles, tricycles, scooters, skateboards, 
and skates.

 To protect kids’ sensitive 
skin from the sun, try to 
find play areas with some 
shaded cover and always wear 
sunscreen to avoid overexposure
while playing.

Choose a toy that matches your child’s age and 
interests. If  a toy is too advanced, your child
will become frustrated, and if  it’s too simple,
they’ll get bored.

 Check to see that plush (stuffed) toys have 
age-appropriate features such as embroidered or 
well-secured eyes and noses for younger children,
and seams that are reinforced to withstand an older 
child’s play.

 Check and follow age guidance 
and other safety information on toy 
packaging. The age-grading isn’t about 
how smart your child is—it’s safety 
guidance that’s based on the developmental 
skills and abilities of children at a given age, 
and the specific features of a toy.

Tips for Shopping and 
Selection


