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Ideas for Summer Play                                
From your friends at ToyInfo.org 
 
Schools out! To keep those cries of boredom at bay, check 
out these tips from our “play makers” at ToyInfo.org (with some help 
from our friends at MamasLikeMe.com and TheTyalor-House.com).  
Your kids can learn a few things along the way!  

 
 

      

Critical Thinking Emotional Skills Social Skills Creativity & 
Imagination 

Communication Physical Skills 

 

Bug Catching 

Find the crickets responsible for those summer evening concerts! Once your kids 
have found a cricket (or other insect), talk about what kind of ventilated 
container it should live in, what it eats, and other fun facts!  
 

 

     

Capture the Flag 

Break into two teams, and decide the boundaries for your play area. Come up 
with a divider to separate the two teams’ zones.   

Each team takes a few minutes to hide their “flag” (a hand towel or T-shirt). The 
goal is to find the other team’s flag and bring it back to your own territory. But 
watch out … if you’re tagged while in the “enemy” zone, you go straight to jail! 
One of your teammate must tag you to set you free. Remember, there’s no limit 
to how many times you can be thrown in the slammer!    
 

 

    

Drip Drip Drench* 

A summery spin on Duck Duck Goose! Players sit in a circle outside. Whoever is 
“it” (player #1) walks around the circle with a cup of water in hand, and drips 
water onto the head of each person they pass (and says “drip” out loud).  

When player #1 reaches a person they want to choose as “it”, they yell “drench!” 
and dump the cup of water onto player #2’s head! #2 then tries to tag #1 ... if 
they do, #1 has to start the game again. If #1 manages to sit in #2’s old spot 
without being tagged, #2 is now “it.”  

*From MamasLikeMe.com  
 

 

   

Human Pyramid 

A test of trust between friends! Gather a group and decide who will form the 
base of the “pyramid.” Those kids then get down on their hands and knees and 
flatten their backs. Kids in the second pyramid tier climb onto their friends’ 
backs, third tier kids climb on top of the second tier, and so on until there’s one 
person at the tip of the pyramid. The number of kids in the group will determine 
how many tiers you can have! 
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Nature Scavenger Hunt* 

Come up with a list of a dozen or so interesting things that can be found in 
nature, and see how many of those things your kids can find! A great game for 
the backyard or during a nature hike.  

*From TheTyalor-House.com 
 

 

    
 

Red Light Green Light  

One person is chosen to be the “traffic cop.” The cop stands a dozen or so feet 
from the rest of the group, closes their eyes, and says, “red light, green light, 
one, two, three!” While the cop’s eyes are closed, the other players race toward 
the cop. But on the count of three, the cop opens their eyes and everyone must 
freeze! The first person the cop sees moving is given a speeding ticket, sending 
them back to the starting point. The person to reach the cop first wins.  
 

 

   

Red Rover 

For this game, two teams line up facing each other, with teammates forming a 
chain by holding hands. One team decides who from the other team they want 
to call over, and shouts, “red rover, red rover, send (name) on over!” 

The chosen player then runs as fast as possible toward the other team, and tries 
to break through the clasped hands of two teammates. If they don’t, they have 
to join that team. But if they do, they get to bring back with them one of the two 
people from the broken link!   
 

 
  

     

Sand Art 

Spice up your painting with some summer flair! Use a paintbrush and paper … 
but instead of paint, use glue. Before the glue dries, sprinkle sand over your 
artwork. The sand will only stick to where you’ve applied the glue, bringing your 
invisible painting to life!    
 

 

     
 

Sponge Bullseye* 

Find a safe spot with asphalt, and draw several big target rings, each with a point 
value. Have your kids stand a few feet back, and toss a wet sponge at the target! 
See how many points they can rack up.  

*From MamasLikeMe.com  
 

 

   
 

Water Balloon Toss 

A great way to cool off on a hot summer day. Cut down some old plastic juice 
and milk containers, keeping the handle and bottom intact. Decorate as you and 
your family see fit! Then, fill a whole bunch of water balloons and play a game of 
toss, using the plastic containers as catchers! See how many times you can catch 
the balloon before it burst  

 

 

    

 


