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Ideas for Travel Play                                
From your friends at ToyInfo.org 
 
In a car, aboard a train or on a plane, there are plenty 
of games for Jack and Jane! (and to keep parents sane  ) Enjoy 
these tips from our “play makers” at ToyInfo.org (with some help 
from our friends at Spoonful, MomsMinivan and Edmunds).  Your 
kids can learn a few things along the way!  

 

      

Critical Thinking Emotional Skills Social Skills Creativity & 
Imagination 

Communication Physical Skills 

 

20 Questions  

One player thinks of a person, place or thing, and the other player, as the name 
of the game suggests, can ask up to 20 questions to try and guess the answer! 
The guesser can only ask yes or no questions.  
 

 

    

Buzz*   

Players take turns counting from 1 to 100. Sounds easy? Here’s the catch: every 
time a player says a number that’s divisible by 7, he or she has to say “buzz” 
instead of the number. If someone forgets, the team has to starting counting 
from 1 again. If this is too hard, say “buzz” for numbers divisible by 5.  

*From Spoonful.com 
 

 

  

Crazy Menu* 

If you have paper restaurant menus, this is a fun one! Cross out words on the 
menu to create your own crazy concoctions. Anyone for pepperoni pancakes 
with lettuce dressing?  

*From Spoonful.com 
 

 

  

Geography Challenge 

This can be played with countries, states, capitals or cities. The game begins with 
a player naming a location … let’s say, a state. The next player has to name 
another state that begins with the last letter of the previous state. For example, 
if someone says New York, the next state could be Kansas, followed by South 
Dakota, etc.  

 

 

   
 

Homemade Map* 

Before you begin your trip, talk with your kids about where you’re all headed. 
Together, draw a map, including your starting point and destination, and major 
stops and landmarks along your route. Jot down the names of places, and make 
sure to illustrate your map!  

*From MomsMinivan.com 
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Name That Tune  

One person hums a recognizable tune, and the others try to guess the name of 
the song! To give this classic game a twist, choose a song category, like movie or 
TV theme songs, famous musical tunes, Top 40, etc. For those who are 
completely without humming skills, turn the radio on and name that tune!  

 

 

   

Rock Paper Scissors 

A classic two-person game. Players start each round by saying, “rock, paper, 
scissors, shoot!” On “shoot,” each player holds out a fist for rock, a flat hand for 
paper, or the index and middle finger for scissors. Rock crushes scissors, scissors 
cut paper, and paper covers rock. See who wins each round! This is a good way 
to decide who goes first in another game.   

 

 
  

  

The Picnic Game 

This game exercises those memory muscles. The game begins with one player 
saying, “I went to a picnic and I brought …” something that begins with the letter 
A.  

The next player repeats the phrase and the food that began with A, and then 
adds their own picnic item that starts with the letter B. The game continues with 
players adding items alphabetically … the tricky part is remembering all 23 picnic 
foods in order!  
 

 

    
 

The License Plate Game 

This road game can be played competitively or cooperatively. Players peer out 
the window at passing cars and their license plates. You can either try to spot 
license plates from each of the 50 states in alphabetical order, or assign point 
values to the various states and see who spies the most point-earning plates.  

 

 

  
 

Two Truths and A Lie   

The first player says three things about him/herself. Two are true, but one is a lie. 
The other players have to hold up one, two or three fingers to indicate which of 
the three statements they think is the lie. The person who guesses correctly then 
takes a turn. If no one gets it right, the liar goes again!  

 

 

     

Where’s the Alphabet?*  

Using road signs, billboards, shop names and any signage seen from the car, bus 
or train window, look for every letter of the alphabet in order. The letter can be 
located anywhere in the word. The first person to spot the letter Z wins! Teams 
are optional with this game.  

*From Edmunds.com 

 

 

  

 


