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Ideas for Winter Play                                
From your friends at ToyInfo.org 
 
Get outside and have some frosty fun! Enjoy these 
tips from our “play makers” at ToyInfo.org (with some help from our 
friends at Spoonful.com, Parents.com, HealthUnit.org, and 
BoysLife.org).  Your kids can learn a few things along the way!  
 

      

Critical Thinking Emotional Skills Social Skills Creativity & 
Imagination 

Communication Physical Skills 

 

Bird Feeders*  

What kind of winter birds do you have in your area? Feed your feather friends by 
scooping out an orange and filling it with birdseed. Or, string cranberries, 
popcorn and cereal onto fishing line, and wrap your new garland around the 
trees outside for the birds.  

*From Parents.com 
 

 

     

Flag in a Snow Stack*   

Tie a white piece of fabric to the end of a stick. Players can take turns hiding the 
“flag” within the agreed upon boundaries. Once it’s well hidden, the search is on! 
Keep track of how long it takes from the group to find it. Whoever hid the flag 
that was the hardest to find wins!  

*From Spoonful.com 
 

 

   

Freeze Tag* 

A winterized version of tag. One player is chosen to be the “freezer” and two 
others are named “melters.” Players must freeze in place when they are tagged 
by the freezer. The melters can unfreeze people by tagging them. Melters can’t 
be frozen.  

*From HealthUnit.com 
 

 

    

Frosty Toss* 

Have a snowball-throwing contest! Using a squirt bottle filled with water and 
food coloring, draw a circle in the snow. Decide how far back everyone has to 
stand from the “target” … then see how many snowballs everyone can throw 
into the circle! The farther back you stand, or the smaller the circle, the harder 
the game.  

*From Parents.com 
 

 

   
 

Hula Hooping 

You may think of hula hooping as a warm weather activity, but being bundled up 
for outdoor winter fun just adds a little challenge!  
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Ice Maker*  

When the temperature drops below 32 degrees, step outside with bubble 
blowers in hand. Dip the wand, blow bubbles, and watch them freeze!  

*From Parents.com 
 

 

  

Jumping Snow Hurdles* 

Build several mounds of snow to make an obstacle course of hurdles that you can 
jump over while you play follow the leader! The higher you build the hurdles, the 
more challenging the game gets.  

 *From Spoonful.com 
 

 
  

   

Sledding and Tubing 

Sliding down a snowy hill on a sled or rubber tube is classic winter fun! No sled? 
No problem! Plastic storage bin lids and large pieces of cardboard work too. Tip: 
place hay bales in front of buildings and paths as barriers.   
 

 

   
 

Snow Carving and Castles   

Let your imaginations run wild, as you and your family build snow sculptures! Use 
wooden kitchen utensils to carve out the details. You can also use sandcastle 
molds to make snowcastles!  
 

 

    

Snow Painting*  

Give your kids spray bottles full of water tinted with food coloring, and let them 
loose to paint the “white canvas” outside!  

*From Parents.com 
 

 

   

Strike Out*  

A snowy spin on baseball! Use snow to make a pitcher’s mount and three bases, 
similar to a baseball diamond. Each base should be about 2 feet high. In front of 
every base, stack tin cans to create a pyramid. Then, throwing snowballs from 
the pitcher’s mound, players try to knock the cans down, starting at first base 
and finishing at third base. The player who knocks all the cans down with the 
fewest pitches wins!  

*From Spoonful.com 
 

 

  

Tic-Tac-Snow*  

Trace the tic-tac-toe board in the snow, and use crisscrossed sticks and 
pinecones as game pieces!  

 

    

 


